THE SCENE IS CHANGED

knowledge of those nearest to them, cut off from their
fellow-strangers by mistrust and from every reasonable
orientation by tyranny, are looking out from the stage on
which their tragedy is played and asking themselves if any
spectator any longer lives to see and understand it, or if all
the world together must be plunged into the action.
Such isolation is a doom of the time that has come upon
us, and we need not relate it too closely to military conquest
or political circumstance or the ending of travel.  It is linked
with all of them together.   More people stand alone than
ever before, that is the simple European fact.  Disintegration
of the community, inhibition of movement, withdrawal of
the individual into himself are three direct consequences of
the assumption by the State of increased powers.   Over
tracts of thousands of miles solitary men and women, facing
elementary problems, are the sole survivors (though they
exist in multitude) of what yesterday was called civilization.
So far we have already moved toward the condition of
life that Wells described in Things to Come,   By a supreme
effort, Western man will prevent a disaster in which he
himself could become a solitary cave-dweller among ruins,
harnessing ox or ass to his former car and going out to
scratch for roots in untilled fields.   He will save himself
and the world;  but his task for a generation will be to
restore the place of the individual in social life and yet to
sustain the fabric of the community.   Though it may be a
commonplace of current tHought, I try to put this down
because it is a deep concern of the dramatist.   The world
of which he must write has already changed basically and
not in any superficial consequence of " one more war ".
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